Surgery in breast cancer.
This year (1999) has been filled with new information on the prevention of breast cancer and new literature trying to address some of the long-term adverse consequences of our surgical therapies. As the complexities of our therapies continue to increase at exponential rates, we now also have the ability to more accurately predict the consequences of both our therapeutic actions and our failure to act. Nowhere is this more evident than in the literature devoted to long-term consequences of treatment for breast cancer. As we are more successful in achieving our goals of increased survival from this dreaded disease, the future needs of these long-term survivors must play an ever-increasing role in our current management. Advances reported this year are laying down a new basis for efforts to improve the quality of life for breast cancer survivors.